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Titusville's Miracle City Mall plan isn't 'bold enough'
Council member wants mall's retail mixed with residences on upper floors
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Renderings of what Miracle City Mall in Titusville could become. / FOR FLORIDA TODAY

TITUSVILLE — City council member Kathleen Burson says she wants to see the transformation of the rundown and nearly vacant Miracle City Mall as much as anyone else. She just doesn’t believe Boca Raton developer Erick Collazo’s plan is bold enough for Titusville.
Concerns raised by Burson and several Titusville Planning and Zoning Commission members occupied much of the 2½-hour Titusville City Council discussion Tuesday night. When it was time to vote, the city council unanimously approved Collazo’s preliminary master plan for the mall property on U.S. 1.
The $42 million project includes a new 60,000-square-foot store for the mall’s last remaining major tenant, J.C. Penney, as well as construction of an 18,000-square-foot space for a second still-to-be-found anchor tenant. There also would be smaller shops in an open-air setting similar to The Avenue Viera, plus three restaurants and a two-story, 50,000-square-foot medical office building, potentially for use by Parrish Medical Center to consolidate medical offices it has throughout northern Brevard County.
But Burson said she was hoping for more.
“I’d like to see something more dynamic,” Burson told Collazo. “I want to see a more ambitious plan for Titusville. I’d like to see Orlando shop in Titusville once in a while.”
She also wanted to see multistory, mixed-use buildings at the Miracle City site, with retail on the ground floor and residences on upper floors, much like an earlier plan by a different developer for the mall site that never came to fruition.
But Collazo said times are different now, and the market is not right to find investors for such a plan. He does have an area set aside for 250 units of upscale apartments on his plans, but that project would come in a later phase.
“We’re trying to design to something that’s financeable and feasible,” Collazo said, explaining why he doesn’t think Burson’s idea would work. “I believe that, if you go into a mixed-use concept today, you kill the project.”
WHAT’S NEXT
The current timeline calls for the Miracle City Mall redevelopment project to come back before the Titusville City Council on Jan. 10 for a comprehensive plan amendment and on March 13 for approval of a final master plan.
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But Burson persisted in her critique, as some supporters of Collazo’s plan in the packed council chamber grew restless from the lengthy discussion.
At one point, Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher, who several months ago persuaded Collazo to take on the project when other developers wouldn’t, said Titusville has another option. If it didn’t like Collazo’s plan, it could forget about it, leave Miracle City Mall as it is, and see J.C. Penney close its store and abandon the city.
“J.C. Penney will not stay in that environment,” Fisher said.
Penney officials have indicated that they want a new store built and open by October, which requires Titusville to fast-track approval for the project.
Fisher also defended the efforts of Collazo, managing member of MBA Development Partners.
“There aren’t a whole lot of people jumping up and down, saying: ‘I want to put $40 million into Titusville,’ ’’ Fisher said.
Seven local residents came before the council to support Collazo’s plan.
Among them was business owner and former Brevard School Board member Robert Jordan, who said he wants Titusville to have a mall where he can be proud to bring visitors, rather than having them drive to Orlando or Viera for shopping.
“We have an opportunity to do something really good for Titusville,” Jordan said, adding that “it is a miracle” that anyone still shops at Miracle City in its current condition.
Collazo said the plan he submitted to the city council was his 13th draft, and addressed many concerns raised by the Titusville Planning and Zoning Commission last week, when the panel approved the project’s preliminary site plan by a 5-1 vote.
Just before the city council vote, Titusville Mayor Jim Tulley said that while it’s important to support redeveloping the mall site, it’s also important to air out the concerns in public so everyone is comfortable with the plan.
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