. suffering from a weak econ- -
omy characterized by high un-
- employmentand a depressed
-housing mark tplaguedeth

Some 550 jobs alsohave

" 10A FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2010.

been eliminated, bringing the.
county workforce downto
2001 levels. A four-year wage
& freeze for workers also has -

* beenenacted. :

Our Views

oﬂler ._-é'ﬁi;'

slog

Commlssmn s neW leaders should stress
teamwork in ta,ckhng Brevard ills

" f you thmk Brevard Coun-
“ty’s budget crisis hasbeen'

badthe pastfew years, hang B

- ontight.®
The Worst may be yet to
come. ¢
“The: Space Coast contmues

foreclosures.
‘Addnextyear’s ret;rement

_of the space shuttle fleet and

. thousands moreworkers with-

. outajob, with some maybe

Iosmgthelr homes andthls is.

. _What youw'vegot:

. Dv-nnnrhrfgvrn‘rnnnn nro-: -
LA PIE LY S

- jectedd to drop 17 percent in

2011-12, 10 percent in 2012-13 :
o and7percent1n2013 % N

accordmg tothe Brevard "

County PropertyAppralser 5. :

- Office. . _

" Thatcomes ontop ofa
nearly13 percent reductlon :
- for2010-11 '

. ‘The decreases essentlally

" guarantee morecutstoessen- -

tial services, more layoffs -

. ‘among countyworkersanda

heightened struggle to main-

tain the Space Coast’s quahty

_Settmg the_tone 5

- It's agamst this backdrop
that county commissioners

this week named two of their .
members--RobinFisherand .
Andy Anderson —toserveas
chairmanand vice chairman,
respectively, forthe nextyear.

Fisher .

portantbecause they give

. those whohold the posts the -
* ability to set the tone forhow -

totackle the county s prob-
lems. -
Italsoputs ’chem ina pos1—

. tiontotake stronger leader-

ship rolesin trying to diversify

" Brevard’s economyand attract
new industries and busmesses i

inthe post-shuttleera,’
- Tothat end, Fisher —who
holds the distinction of being

-y thefirst African-Americanto
: - havetoremainaggressivein -

chairthe commissionin’

Brevard’s 156-year hlstory — .

and Anderson should stress
board teamwork in the tough
slogahead."

That won’t be easy asthe
commission showed thisyear:

Despite strong differences,
it cobbled together a budget .
with deep spending cuts that
also held some taxes steady.
andslightly increased one to
protect sheriff’s deputies, po-
lice and fire f1rst~responders :
and ocean hfeg‘uards i

Inall;commissioners have

. eut $156 million from the bud-

get through hne'by-fme 5

- spending revzews the past few.

years.

The posmons comewithno
= addmonal powerbutare‘

' Bu‘t tha't’s hardly the'end of
it
- The pI‘Q] ected drops in prop-
erty tax revenue from 2011 to
. 2014 mean this year’s hold-
the-fort effort could witherin
theface of stlll less money to
: keep serwces operatmg

-~ Still 5 more euts

-So where do they cut‘?’
Eliminating more jobs
.Seems probable, although ev-
‘er-deeper reductions could
-soonreach the point where
-key services are crippled.
" Privatizing some programs .
_alsomay be possible, but com-
missioners recently rejected
the idea of turning libraries
-evertoacontractor after thou-
sands of residents voiced ob- -
Jectlons
- And thenthere’s the matter -

- of more delays in improving

Brevard’s infrastructure.

The county currently has
more than $600 million inun-
metroad needs alone, with
projects for repair and wid-
‘énifig shelved and thelist. ",
growing every year. - - o
. “Stacked up on a desk, those
- issues would be dauntmg '
§ enough : i
- "But commlssmners also

working with state and local
-economic development
" groupsto diversify Brevard’s
economy asthe shuttle pro-
gram leaves tfown.

Eyeing opportunity

Some of that canbe accom-

* plished through tax abatement

and otherprograms but also
‘canrequire the board to ante
upwhena potennally lucrative
opportunity arises: .
Agoodexampleisthecom- ~
mission’s August decisionto...
pledge $500,000 for each of
thenext five yearstohelp fi- :
nance the proposed Sematech - |
project in Palm Bay, which
would turn a former Intersil
building into a national hub
for solarenergy research.




Indoing do, the county
joineda consortiuntof Centrat -
Florida governments, univer-
sities and economic develop-
ment orgamzations aftempt-
ingtogainafederal grantto -
lurethe project. : A

“‘Ifthe project goes else-
‘where, whichwe couldlearn
within the next monthortwo,
the county 5 money is not allo-. o
cated. : S i
* Asthe board’snew Eeaders _
Fisherand Anderson haveto
help steer a course through all_ v
these obstacles e S

That makes teamwork more 5
zmportant than ever : R




