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Robin Fisher takes control of Brevard Commission
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VIERA — Facing another year of fiscal shortfalls, Robin Fisher will steer the Brevard County Commission's upcoming $1 billion budget debate.

Tuesday, the five-member board's lone Democrat was unanimously appointed chairman for the upcoming year. Elected in 2008 in District 1 as Brevard's first black commissioner, he is now the first black chairman in the county's 156-year history.

"I don't think they chose me because I'm black. I think they chose me because of my leadership skills over the last couple years," Fisher said after the 20-minute organizational meeting.

"I'm proud to have that honor," he said.

Andy Anderson, who represents District 5, was unanimously elected vice chairman.

Mary Bolin and Chuck Nelson also took fresh oaths of office after their re-election victories. Both won in August's Republican primary by identical 18-percentage-point margins, then soundly defeated third-party challengers two weeks ago.

Brevard County Judge Kelly McKibben swore in both commissioners as family members and well-wishers watched and clapped from the audience.

"It's been a year of learning, a year of change," said Bolin, the outgoing chairwoman. "And I thank you all, commissioners, for giving me the opportunity to grow in my leadership skills."

Nelson said re-election is rare in his neck of the woods.

"District 2 has this tradition of, basically, four-and-out. Now that's not a football term. That's basically, you get your one term -- and then you get to do something else," he said.
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