Brevard campaign aims to send 500K pro-NASA letters to Obama by Oct. 31
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When the shuttle program retires, experts warn that up to 7,000 Kennedy Space Center workers could lose their jobs -- scrubbing the Space Coast's hopes for an economic turnaround.
That's why Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher is spearheading a new marketing crusade, "Save Space," to try to convince President Obama to extend the shuttle program and boost NASA funding.
How? By mailing half a million letters to the White House by the end of October.
"If this shuttle doesn't get extended, it's going to be very, very devastating to the community. I started thinking to myself, why isn't the community screaming about it?" said Fisher, who represents District 1, including northern Brevard and the Cape.
Fisher plans to unveil the letter-writing campaign this morning during the Florida Space and Technology Forum at the Florida Solar Energy Center in Cocoa.
"Save Space" features a Web site, www.SaveSpace.us, that formally launches today. The home page showcases video footage of Obama's remarks touting NASA during an August 2008 campaign stop in Titusville.
Fisher attended that speech.
"We remember what you said when you were here in August of '08. Now, it's time for you to deliver for us," Fisher said of Obama.
During the 2008 fiscal year, NASA activities generated $4.1 billion in economic impact across Florida, $2.1 billion in household income and 40,802 jobs, according to an internal study.
Average annual salary for KSC employees was $77,235, almost double that of the average Brevard worker.
Participants include a host of politicians; KSC Director Bob Cabana; Frank DiBello, Space Florida president; Mark Wilson, Florida Chamber of Commerce president; and other heavy hitters.
The agenda calls for discussion on the future of the space industry from national and state perspectives, work force issues, education and other topics.
"We've been told that we need to speak with one voice. This is where we'll get on the same page," said Leigh Holt, county government relations manager.
The "Save Space" Web site is designed and maintained by the county information technology department, said Kimberly Prosser, communications director. The site includes four sample letters to print and mail to Washington, D.C.
Tuesday, Brevard Public Schools Superintendent Brian Binggeli announced the district would use "Save Space" as a learning tool for students.
And during Tuesday's budget hearing, Commissioner Mary Bolin said Space Florida will organize a statewide initiative in tandem with Brevard's.
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