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Hometown News
Write letters to help save space
It has been said nothing is more powerful than the written word.
Brevard County Commissioners have embraced this philosophy and are asking residents to send written letters to President Obama in support of the space program.
The letter-writing campaign, called "Save Space," was the brainchild of Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher.
"We want to let Washington know how important (the space program) is to our community and the state of Florida.The community needs to scream about it."
Mr. Fisher said he thought a letter-writing campaign would be an effective way of reminding President Obama of the campaign promises he made regarding preserving the space program and limiting the gap created when the shuttle is retired.
"In my office, you can send me an e-mail on a topic and it will get looked at, but it's not nearly (as) effective (as if) someone takes the time to send a letter. If I get a lot of letters on the same subject, I make sure I understand the topic," said Mr. Fisher.
To give residents a jumping-off point for composing their letters, the Brevard County Commissioners have launched the Web site http://savespace.us. The site contains letter templates for businesses, individuals and students, as well as links to comments made by President Obama at the Titusville town hall meeting held August 2008.
"We need to remind him of what he said and get some political pressure to hold him to his word. Florida was good to him in the election and we need to remind him of how strong we are," said Mr. Fisher.
The Web site also has a link to the Review of U.S. Human Space Flight Plans Committee's Summary Report, which was presented to President Obama Sept. 8, following a budget review by a senate committee chaired by Norman Augustine, former chairman and chief executive officer of Lockheed Martin.
Mr. Fisher said he hopes Brevard County residents and people from all over the state will look at these documents and be inspired to send the President a personalized letter.
He is also encouraging businesses owners to send their letters on a business letterhead.
"Even if you aren't a contractor with NASA, everyone is going to be affected when the shuttle goes away," he said.
The Save Space campaign can be followed on Facebook and Twitter. The Facebook account already has more than 200 friends, said Mr. Fisher.
"This is a grassroots campaign. Imagine how many people those 200 can touch. Hopefully, they are sending messages to their friends all over the country to support the program," he said.
The goal of the letter-writing campaign is to get 500,000 letters to President Obama by Oct. 31.
"The timing is important," said Mr. Fisher. "The Augustine report is on his desk. It's a great time to start a campaign and get it to him."
For more information on joining the letter writing campaign, visit http://savespace.us.
Human Space Flight Review Committee Summary:
Formed with the purpose of finding options for keeping the space program running, while staying within a 10-year, $80 billion budget, the Human Space Flight Review Senate Committee presented President Obama with suggestions Sept. 8. The Save Space Letter-Writing Campaign is intended reach President Obama while he is reviewing the report.
Some of the committee's findings and recommendations included:
. The gap between the retiring the shuttle and the beginning of the Constellation program will likely stretch seven years
. Extend the life of the shuttle program to 2011, with the possibility of extending it further to 2015
. Extend the life of the International Space Station to 2020, as opposed to the scheduled shut down in 2015
. Support a commercial crew delivery service to the International Space Station.
. Guarantee commercial contracts to supply cargo and transport crew and fuel to the ISS
. Support a "Flexible Path" of exploration to new sites, such as lunar orbit, asteroids that cross Earth's path, orbiting Mars and rendezvousing with moons of Mars to inspire renewed interest in the Space Program.
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