'Huge cuts' part of Brevard's $1B budget

Commissioners vote 3-2 to OK 2010-11 fiscal year plan
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VIERA — Brevard County's new $1 billion operating budget is fiscally responsible and contains "some huge cuts," Commissioner Robin Fisher contends.

"We have no dollars for maintenance and capital improvements on some of our buildings and our facilities. We reduced hours in parks," Fisher said during Tuesday's decisive budget meeting.

"Health insurance: Employees are paying 15 percent more. And we have (awarded) no raises for the last four years," he said.

Following previous voting patterns, the Brevard County Commission adopted the budget for the 2010-11 fiscal year by a 3-2 margin.

Fisher, Mary Bolin and Chuck Nelson voted yes. Andy Anderson and Trudie Infantini voted no.

Budgetary details evolved during months of debate, which featured comment from hundreds of Space Coast residents. Budget Director Alphonso Jefferson detailed the final numbers:

  The budget will drop $75 million, compared with this year's $1.1 billion figure. 

  Job eliminations total 156, comprised of 87 vacant positions and 69 layoffs. These include 130 non-supervisory and 26 supervisory jobs. 

  Most county employees must take six unpaid furlough days. Department directors and higher classifications must take 12 furlough days. 

Next year's aggregate tax rate will increase from $5.47 per $1,000 of assessed value to $6.21. This rate will generate about the same amount of revenue as this year, due to decreasing property values.

The owner of a $100,000 house in unincorporated Brevard with a $50,000 homestead exemption will pay roughly $399 for law enforcement, fire protection, mosquito control, libraries and other general services, budget records show.

Before the vote, Infantini delivered a presentation suggesting about $10 million in possible cutbacks and cost savings across a variety of departments, parks and agencies.

Commissioners took no action on Infantini's proposals.

Only four residents spoke Tuesday at the public podium. Melbourne resident Trina Martino said she and her husband's salaries have been sliced by one-third -- and they fear they may lose their home.

"I'm sorry, but it's morally wrong to raise taxes on people who are taking cuts in pay and unable to hardly put food on their table anymore," Martino said.

Conversely, Bill and Mary Hillberg of Merritt Island thanked Bolin, Fisher and Nelson for increasing the tax rate to sustain services.

"You all have done a wonderful job, I think," Mary Hillberg said.
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