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COLUMNISTS

Keepmg an open mmd

Tent city | for homeless deserves fair hearmgz.t- ..

“The hlghest form of Igno— '
rance is:when you reject .-
something ‘you don’t know -

. anything about,” accordmg
to the great mot1vat10nal
speaker-and author Dr :

" WayneDyer, « -

‘Keeping’ thls tﬁought in :
mind, I was willing to meet -

with George Taylor,. advo-
cate and founder of National
.- Homeless Veterans Support,
abotrt his concept for a tent

city homeless camp oncoun- -

ty-ownedlandin Mims.

'the fear of being evicted and

losmgtheuhelongmgs

~He told me about 3 site:in
Pinellas County where this| ig
being done, and ourHousmg :
-and Human Sem s staffis

George approached the . T ki shas s
t

* Brévard County Commis-

sion’ more than a year ago  gaj

s about the isstue ofhomeless-
A .. vcuﬂdﬂb l.l'l OUI _'
__county, and inquired- about

the possibiity of the cotinty

 building or purchasmg a fa-*

: 'icnhty for housing.

O Withthe ﬁnanmal posmon :
_ that we arein, dugto fa]lmg :

property values mcreasmg

. state mandates and the gen-
- -eral recession, the acquisi- -
tion of abuﬂdmgforﬂns pur----. '

poseisnotinthe cards,

-George then asked about :
thewablhtyof a“tentcity”on-
county-owned property;.in’

~ which homeless veterans
could be housed in a Jlarge
m}htary-style tent without

Y, 's a possibil
1ty for. a tna] Iocation on:
temporarybas:s

- ‘Sevéral issues still, need to

be’ addressed by Taylor’s
. group before we move for-
ward, stich as flooding con-'

‘cerns. and access to utilities,

transportatlon emergency

management, law enforce-

‘ment and fire rescue. But we.

must be at least willing. to

-discuss the concept and in-

vestigate and évaluate all so-
Junons before ma.kmg a de-

_'_courtesy and reasonab i
ness to actually learn about o
tOpIC before arbltranly dlS-_

ezrfeilowmhzens

tlve wn‘h re grd

d-I wotld hope th
ach of you would’ have.

rmssmglt :
1-don’t have ail the an-

- swers, but I am willing to lis- | -;
-ten to possible solutions to at
_problem that.doesn’t appear

to be going away any time
soon. ['would encourage you
todothe same:m - .
Fisher represents Dlstrlct ilon .
the Brevard County Commission.

ease; as mﬂltarymembers- :
‘Teturn from the battlefield ||
‘With ‘emotional and mental. |
“healthissues, ‘These are peo- :
‘ple-who have offered’ ‘their |
“lives: for their- countxy and | -

‘The response from s e':f 5
- has-been surprisingly hega- |-
dto my open—;_- g

isthe’ ﬁphrnach 1 take

A wﬂ:h evexyldea thata

o




