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Push eracle City Ma.ll pmJect

 to spark T1tusv111e revwal

t

symbol of economic pain
for Titusville hasa
& chance to become a sym-
bol of rebirth.
Miracle City Maltoff U.S. 1
south of the city’s downtown
could be reinvented thankstoa

plan in the works by the Greater

Titusville Renaissance cam-
paign. T
Spearheaded by Brevard
County Commission Chairman
Robin Fisher and Titusville
Mayor Jim Tulley, the revitaliza-
tion project would rely on money
from private investors to trans-
form the site into.an opén-air
commercial and medical center
‘along the linés of The Avenue
Viera.. S

Tummning around the_ once. _
flourishing but now nearly
empty mall won’t be easy.

Several previous attempts
“have tanked, and the down econi-
omy, combined with massive job
losses prompted by the retire- .
ment of the shuttle program,
creatés a daunting climate for
SUCCesS.

Nonetheless synergles al-
ready at work bode well for the
plan coming together

What’s shapingup: .-

B The Space Coast Economic
Development Commis_Sioh has
locked in a purchase price of
$5.5 million for the property
that’s good until November,
making it more marketable,
according to Titusville economic
development Director Matt
Chesnut
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Movmg forward. Msracie Clty Mall
bu||t in the {ate 1960s, would be
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Gregter Titusville Renaissance

-campalgn

B Anew store could be buﬂt
for J.C. Penney, one of only four .
businesses remaining inthe -

. mall, followed by demohshmg of

the old mall, :

Mamtammg the anchor Te-.
tailer makes senseto draw cus-
tomers in an-areathat has few "
jarge department stores, and to

~_attract investors, Flsher Brevard
- and Titusville economic develop-

ment officials should pull out the

, stops to get along-term lease ex-
tension 51gned with J.C. Penney.

B Parnsh Medlcal Center
wanfs to consohdate its Titusville

network of physician officés, di- .

agnostic centers and testing labs
into gne building and is studymg
the viability of moving themto

" the Miracle Mall location.”

It’s an opportumty for Pamsh -
to burnish its reputation for com-

mitment to the community’s
well-being we think it should
selze

settings to raise families to Med-..
ical City workers’ relocatmg from

. Lake Nona, 4 Strategy the. Ec0u
: nomi¢ Development Commis- - |

. “sion of Florida’s Space Coast IS PR
- already pursumg SR

~ Putting the miracle back in T i~ |

‘tusville’s reputation requires that :
arid much more, and Won’t hap-

* Meanwhile, Fisher is hunting
for investors to back the project,.

‘including a.fﬂuent individuals .

and local perision funds such as

“the Tltusvﬂle Police Officers a.nd, '

Firefighters Pension Board.
They’lt have to crunch the '

numbers carefully, but we hope -
- enough investors get on board to’
. jump-start the mall renewal proj- :

ect.

Because desplte today’s eco--

. nomic-gloom, it’s virtually cer- " - -
i . tain better times he aheadfor ,.;.
- NorthBrevard.” " * R

- Encouraging s:gns for the fu-
- ture include recent movement on -

post:shuttlejob creation, from =
Kennedy Space Center’s selec-
tion for the International Space
Station’s national laboratory
work to the possibility Boeing

~ Co. could use a former shuttle -

hangar to build its manried space

' taxi, creating hundreds of jobs. |
Then there's theLake Nona

Science and Technoiogy Park
under construction in-eastern
Orange County which should -
play amajorrolein’a bnghter fu—
ture for Titusville. : '

Called the Medical City, the
pl‘OjECt clusters the: Umversrcy of
Central Florida College of Med-

icing, UCF School. of Biomedical

Sciences; Orlando Veterans Af-
fairs Medical Center, Nemours
Children’s Hogspital and other -

“high-tech medical research fa-- -
" cilities; and is expected to create

a3 many as 30,000 jobs.

" Theshort commitie to Lake:
Nona from North Brevard opens
the door to countless emp}oy-
ment opportunities. -

And ahuge boost for the L
housing market if Space Coast -
cities and towns effecnvely sell -
themselves as attractive ooastal

elsewhere e L
Brevard 1eaders at all leve]s

: should leave no stone untmned

creating job growth linksto -

pen overnight.: - :

‘But redeveloping the maﬂ that
symbohzed the city's glory days
is afrstmg placeto start. -




