 revenue neutral,” said F1sher, .‘az ;
longtime i msurance agent andreal |
~estateinvestor. B i
- Contact Reed at 242—3631 &

or mreed@flondatoday com

Government gOne‘?’ o

‘Meanwhile, new tax data re-':'i:;_ o
leased Wednesday show the tax | .
base plunging sharper than previ- |
ously thought. In. other words, " | -

commissioners could raise rates
and still cuttaxes substantially. |
Property Appraiser Jim Ford‘}

has been told by the Department |-
of Revenue that his staff must con- | -
sider bank “short sales” of dis-~ | _
tressed homes and buﬂdmgs inde-" |
termining other. propertles tax- e
able value, records show. Previ-- |

ously, those were considered

“anomaly transactions” and didn’t |

count, even though they represent-f
aquarterofallsales thisyear. . -

Commissioner Robin. Fisher of- e
,Tltusvﬂle ‘the most business- |
- savvy of the’ flve asked Ford to |
model county taxr revenue through ol

2015 assuming no change in 1ts ag-, sl
gregate taxrate. . - -

The pro;ectlons show tax cuts st
so deep that the costs.of Brevard’ S|
. “constitutional offices” — includ- -
ing the sheriff’s office, tag offices |-

and the court- system — would -
consume all county property-tax-..j; g
revenue within two' years 1f thelr
spending stayed the same. SEI

One obvious solution to mazn— e
tain safety and responsiveness to |
the public: Raise rates, if only high

enough tokeepthe averagetaxbill .
;ﬂat orslightlylowe

““The only thing I w




