Shuttle chapter’s closing, but
county’s space offerings aren't
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CAPE CANAVERAL— Local
business, tourism and politi-
cal leaders sent a clear mes-
sage o the world on Wednes-
day: the space shuttle pro-
gram is ending, but the Space
Coastisn'tgoing away.

The officials took advan-

tage of a national media audi-
ence in town for today's
scheduled final landing of
shuttle Atlantis to hold a brief-

‘ing at the Kennedy Space

Center Visitor Complexonthe
area’s post-shuttle future.

While conceding that tough
times are ahead, they said
Brevard County will survive
— and willthrive in the future.

Latest shuttle news’
space.flatoday.net

Brevard County Commis-
sion Chairman Robin Fisher
compared the situation to a
hurricane.

“It's headed our way. The
eye is kind of sifting in my
See SPACE, 3A

: THURSDAY, JULY 21, 2011 3A.:

"SPACE SHUTTLE ERA ENDS

Craig Rubadoux, FLORIDA TODAY

tive officer of the Economic Development Commigsion of
qunc,ia s Space Coast, talk to the media Wednesday about
what's to come for the area in the post-space shuttie era.

Forecasting the future. Tom Williamson of the Tourist De-
velopment Council, District 1-County Commissioner Robin
Fisher and Lynda Weatherman, president and chief execu-




SPACE, from 1A

district right now — North
Brevard,” said Fisher, who
"has dealt with his share of
hurricanes as a Titusville in-
surance agent. “But we will
rehuild from this, and, at the
end of the day, we will be
stronger and bigger.”

Lynda Weatherman, pres-

ident and chief executive of-
ficer of the Economic Devel-
opment Commission of Flor-
ida’s Space Coast, touted the
recenf gains in aercspace
jobs at AAR, Embraer and
MidairUUSA in Melbourne as
signs that the local economy

has bright spots, despite the.

thousands of shuttle-related
layolfs.

About 7,000 shuttle
worker jobs wilt have disap-
peared with the end of the
program. Thousands of
those positions are already
gone. On Friday, some 1,510
workers for United Space
Alliance, the main shuttle
contractor, will be out of a
job.

Weatherman emphasized
that “there are business op-
portunities for this commu-
nity” related to private

_ launch companies setting up

‘e are not a one-rocket tow

“NASA is just one leg in the stool of space.
We can and will do more than launch.”
Lynda Weatherman,

president and chief executive officer,
Economic Development Commassion of Florida’s Space Coast

operations in the area, ex-
pected growth in the satelite
industry and increased
spacecraft-related construc-
tion.

“NASA is just one leg in
the stool of space,” Weather-
man said. “We can and wil!
do more than launch.”

Tom Williamsorn, presi-
dent of the Cocea Beach
Areaz Hotel and Lodging As-
sociation, said the $2.8 bil-
lon-a-year local tourisim in-
dustry will continue to
thrive, even without the big-
ticket draws of shuttle
launches.

Shuttle launch visitors ac-
count for just 5 percent of the
locat tourism market in an
average year, according to
Williamson, who is general
manager of the 155-room
Marriott Courtyard Cocoa
Beach and the 150-room

‘HamptonIrin Cocoa Beach.

In all, Williamson said,

about 6 million tourists visit
Brevard County each year —
about 2.5 million who stay
one or more nights and
about 3.5 million who come
over just for the day. He said
roughly 20,000 Brevard
County residents work inthe
tourism industry.

- He cited Brevard’s
beaches and related surfing
opportunities, ecotourism
atiractions, cruises from
Port Canaveral, amateurand
youth sports tournaments
and air shows as critical to
drawing visitors to the area.
Local tourism officials also
hope to better promote op-
portunities fo view un-
manned launches, including

planetary and lunarprobes. .

“We are not a one-rocket
town,” Williamson sedd. “We
don’t have just the shuttle.”

By the summer of 2013,

though, the shuttle wili be a
tourism draw again. That’s

when a $100 million exhibit
centered on displaying re-
tired orbiter Atlantis will
open at the KSC Visitor
Complex. Atlantis will be
housed in a
66,000-square-foot building
— the largest ever built at the
visitor complex.

Bill Moore, the complex’s

chief operating officer, ex-
pects that exhibit to boost
the annuat attendance there
by 15 percent, increasing by
about 225,000 the current at-
tendance of 1.5 million peo-
ple a year. The visitor com-
plex already is Brevard’s
most popular paid tourist at-
fraction.
. From the audience, Titus-
ville Vice Mayor Walt John-
son said he felt compelled to
say something before the
briefing ended. He said he's
often asked by oui-of-town-
ers — including as recently
as a lunch he attended
Wednesday — about when
KSCwas shutting down.

“Kennedy Space Center is
not closing. Brevard County
is not closing. The visitor
complex is not closing. Ti-
tusville is not closing,” John-
sonsaid. =
Contact Berman at 360-1.016
or gberman@floridateday.com.




