


            

The new fishing pier just north of the A. Max Brewer            

Bridge in Titusville will open Monday. Fishermen 
will beable to use the new pier, in background, 
when it opens. (Rik Jesse, FLORIDA TODAY)
Titusville fishing pier reborn after $5M makeover

Destination to boast eatery with tiki bar

BY DAVE BERMAN • FLORIDA TODAY • June 23, 2010 

TITUSVILLE — Once billed as "the longest free fishing pier in the world," the
hurricane-damaged Veterans' Memorial Fishing Pier in downtown Titusville has undergone a $5 million makeover and officially reopens -- with a restaurant -- Monday.

"It's a long time coming," Titusville Public Works Director James Herron said of the Titusville pier grand opening. "The pier has been a vital part of this city for years."

Hurricane Wilma damaged the pier in 2005. On Monday, a ceremony will mark its reopening.

As they worked to get their new restaurant ready to open at the base of the pier, Jason Reichman and Audrey Hunter said they were surprised by the constant stream of visitors.

Everyone had the same question: When is the pier reopening?
Reichman and Hunter's restaurant, called Crackerjacks Seafood & Tiki Bar, opened Tuesday, with a private party. The restaurant and the pier open to the public Thursday.

Dorothy Milton of north Mims has been fishing and shrimping at the pier for 40 years.

"I can remember my dad taking me out there" as a child, Milton said, as she and her 9-year-old nephew, Michael Taylor, fished off a small dock at Space View Park in Titusville, not far from the pier site.
During the time the pier was closed, "we couldn't hardly find a place to fish" along the Indian River Lagoon in North Brevard County that had easy public access, Milton said.

Since 2005, piers at several county parks have required repairs or upgrades, including Manatee Hammock, Space View Park, Lee Wenner Park and Waterway Park. Melbourne also replaced its 404-foot Eau Gallie Pier at Pineapple Park at a cost of $500,000 in 2007, and Palm Bay spent $241,000 on upgrades on two piers at Castaway Park.
Fishing and other economic activity on the lagoon generates $1.2 billion annually in Brevard.

In a previous incarnation, the Veterans' Memorial Fishing Pier until the 1970s was advertised as "the longest free fishing pier in the world."
Fishing and shrimping off the pier remain free.
The pier site is owned by the city of Titusville, and its operations are maintained by Brevard County, with the restaurant and related businesses operating under a contract with the county.

The 540-foot pier was rebuilt and the concession building repaired in a $4.79 million project, using $3.37 million in Federal Emergency Management Agency funds, $850,000 from a 2000 Brevard County parks bond referendum and several smaller sources. The pier was once 600 feet long. By comparison, Cocoa Beach Pier is 800 feet long, and there's a $1 fee to walk onto the pier; $5 to fish.

Reichman said he and Hunter invested about $500,000 in the Veterans' Memorial Fishing Pier project, to renovate the restaurant/tiki bar area, for the facility's liquor license, and for equipment and supplies.
Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher helped lead efforts to change the concept for the pier concession to a full-service "destination restaurant" with a bar that sells liquor, rather than just beer and wine -- a plan which gained approval from the county commission and Titusville City Council.

"It's a wonderful new addition to the downtown Titusville area," Fisher said.
The pier is one of the most popular areas in Brevard to catch shrimp, typically a nighttime endeavor using a long pole with a specially designed net at the end, and a light to view the shrimp making their run, Reichman said.
"This is supposedly one of the best areas on the East Coast to do it," he said.

Reichman said it's also a good spot to catch a variety of fish, including mangrove snapper, redfish, sheepshead, snook and trout.

Reichman, who also owns the Irish Pub restaurant on Harrison Street in Titusville, has ambitious plans for the pier site, which is specially designed to offer access to fisherman and shrimpers who use wheelchairs.
In addition to the restaurant and adjacent tiki bar, he and Hunter will operate an ice cream stand, a snack bar and a bait-and-tackle shop there where people can rent shrimping poles with nets, rent lights and buy electric power for their lights. The owners plan to feature live music on the pier at least once a month. There is a place for several boats to dock, as well.

Their operations will have 40 to 60 employees, most of them part-time, working an average of 25 to 35 hours a week.
After construction of a new A. Max Brewer Bridge adjacent to the pier is completed, Reichman hopes to use nearby land to create a sand area for beach volleyball and other activities. He also hopes to rent kayaks and canoes there.
It's been a very popular project," Titusville Area Chamber of Commerce President Marcia Gaedcke said. "The pier crosses all age groups, in terms of popularity. I think it's going to be a great thing to open the pier back up"

On Monday  A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the reconstructed Titusville Veterans' Memorial Fishing Pier and an official grand opening of the pier concession will be at 6 p.m. Monday. The pier is at 2 A. Max Brewer Memorial Parkway in Titusville.








