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Commissioner Robin Fisher said that would require additional land and could be the deal breaker. According to Fisher, there is an outside chance that a compromise can be reached for the 17-acre site.
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CANAVERAL GROVES, Fl. -- Fifty aging felines, including lions, tigers and cougars, are facing an eviction notice from Brevard County. 

VIDEO: Zoning Issues 
Central Florida Animal Reserve is caring for the massive cats on about an acre of land in Canaveral Groves. 

But county records show the land is designated for residential and general use, not captive wildlife, and the reserve has been given a one-year deadline to clear out. 

According to Brevard County Planning spokesperson Cindy Fox, the site is too small and too close to nearby homes to accommodate caged wild animals. 

Dr. Simba Wiltz, the vice president of CFAR, said the current board had no idea the reserve was violating any zoning codes until they were put on notice last year. 

"If any one of us had the funds and the resources to put it in our backyard, we absolutely would," Wiltz said. 

According to Wiltz, the current members of CFAR's board took over the reserve from Thunderhawk Enterprises in 2007. 

The Brevard County commission has already granted CFAR three extensions to give members time to secure a new location. 

"The worst case scenario is we could face fines that could bankrupt the organization, and we would have to find homes for every one of these cats, Wiltz said. 

According to Wiltz, finding separate homes for 50 lions, tigers and cougars would be an almost impossible task, which means some of the cats would have to be euthanized, he said. 

CFAR is not giving up yet. The reserve has applied for a conditional-use permit on 17 acres in Mims. 

Ironically, if approved, the new reserve would be roughly 300 feet from homes that back up to the property. 

Eugene Birkhead and his wife have lived in Mims since 1989. The Pennsylvania couple retired in Mims for peace and quiet and do not want caged big cats in their backyard. 

"All the people connected to this property don't want it," Birkhead said. 

Neighborhood resistance to the animal reserve's Mims proposal intensified over the last few weeks when CFAR added a request for public access to accommodate guided tours. 

Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher said that would require additional land and could be the deal breaker. 

According to Fisher, there is an outside chance that a compromise can be reached for the 17-acre site. But in his view, once the conditions are agreed upon, there will be no going back. 

"If we get to the point that we agree on the conditions, that's all CFAR can do, or it will be in violation again," Fisher said. 

The county's planning staff met with CFAR on Tuesday, offering suggestions for a compromise that includes limits on the amount of animals and people on the property and a guarantee of 24- hour security 

Wiltz said CFAR's board is considering those changes. 

Brevard County Commissioners have the final say and vote. 

They will meet on September 2nd to review CFAR's application again and issue a final decision on the conditional- use application.

