incentive

roposed

Commissioners
in disagreement

. _ {
BY DAVEBERMAN /,ba' i
FLORIDATODAY -0

TITUSVILLE — Brevard County
Commission Chairman Robin
Fisher warnis to create a special eco-
nomic development fund to be used
within his North Brevard District 1,
where thousands of residents are
reeling from job losses resulting
from the end of the space shuttle
program.

Fisher’s proposal would dedicate
. certain property taxes generated
within his district toward financial
incentives for companies seeking
to-addjobs in North Brevard.

But District 3 Commissioner Tru-
die Infantini is against the plan, say-
ing it is unfair to taxpayers in other
parts of Brevard County.

“It’s not considering the thoughts
of others, and it’s inequitable,” In-
fantini said. “It's an injustice.”

Fisher proposes creating the
North Brevard Economic Develop-
ment Enterprise Zone, encompas-
sing most of his commission dis-
trict, including Titusville and
smaller eommunities to the north
and south. Under his plan, county
property tax revenue generated by

new commercial and residential
construction within that zone dur-
ing the next five years would be
used for economic development in-
centives to help attract jobs fo that
area. After that, funding would
come from tax revenue tied to in-
creases in property tax values
withinthe zone.

: See INCENTIVE, 2A

ZA FRIDAY, MAY 6, 2011

Economic
on Tuesday’s agend

1centive

Two county commissioners
don’t see eye to eye on plan

INCENTIVE, from 1A

An ordinance to create the
program will come up for
discussion at the County
Commission’s meeting
Tuesday. The commission
will consider whether to
schedule a public hearing on
the plan. A final vote could
come as early as May 24.

If approved, it would be
the first program of its kind
in Brevard County, Fisher
said, calling it “out-of-the-

' boxthinking.”

“We have some very
unigue circumstances going
onin District 1,” said Fisher,
who estimates the end of the
shuttle program will directly
or indirectly result in 5,700
people in his district losing
their jobs. “My whole goal is
to iry to position North
Brevard to be in a position to
give incentives” to compa-
nies wanting to create jobs in
North Brevard.

“It’s ali about jobs to me,”
Fisher said. “If North
Brevard does well, the rest of
the county does well. This is
not a tax increase, and no-
body will be paying any
more taxes.”

Titusville Economic De-
velopment Director Matt
Chesnut calls Fisher’s pro-
posal “a tremendous step in
the right direction.”

“It looks like a viable
plan,” said Chesnut, adding
that finding funding for eco-
nomic development incen-

tives traditionally hasbeena

hurdle to attracting compa-
nies andjobstothe area.

But Infantini said she 18
concerned property tax rev-
enue that otherwise would
¢o into the county general
fund to support a variety of
programs instead would be
used for a specific purpose
within a section of the
county under Fisher’s pro-
posal.

Assistant County Man-
ager Stockton Whitten said
that, while Fisher’s program
would be new to Bievard, the
conceptisnol new.

“We have tax increment
districts around the county,”
Whitten said, typically oper-
ated as redevelopment agen-
cies.

Fisher hioted there are two
or more such agencies in
each of the five Brevard
County Commission dis-
tricts. _ _
During the current fiscal
year, a total of $4.1 millionis
designated for specific uses
through 19 special redevel-
opment agency programs
within the county, Fisher
said. Of that total, he said, his
District 1 gets the least bene-
tit from those redevelop-
ment agency funds —
$280,559, or about 7 per-
cent.

Fisher added that a large
portion of the property ix his
district is.government land

" and tax-exempt, firther put-

ting North Brevard at a dis-
advantage. ’

Infantini, though, argues
that if there are inequities in
the redevelopment agency
funding, she would support
getting rid of them,

The key to economic de-
velopment, Infantini said, is
cutting taxes, not Fisher’s
plan.

District 2 Comimissioner
Chuck Nelson said creating
jobs is important, and he
would be willing to consider
Fisher’s proposal.

“I think it’s an inferesting
concept,” Nelson-said. “T
think it's worth listening to.
We are in a difficult time. We
need to look at diversifica-
tion of industry in Brevard,
County.”

District 5 Commissioner
Andy Anderson said he
would support scheduling a
public hearing on the issue,
but is undecided on whether |
he will support the proposal -
itself to create the North |
Brevard Economic Develop- -
ment Enterprise Zone.

] have to hear details of
the proposal, and find out if
there is a true benefit or a
negative impact, and go
from there,” Anderson said.

Pon Forward, who leads
the Titusville Patriots Tea
Party group, said he sup-
ports efforts to bring busi-
ness to the area, but is con-
cerned by Fisher’s approach
hecause he believes it puts
too much government in the
way of businesses.

The North Brevard Eco-
nomic Development Enter-
prise Zone would include
the areas of Brevard County
Comrmission District 1 north
of State Road 528. It would
exclude Cocoa and two com-
muniiy redevelopment |
agency districts within Ti-
tugville — one downtown,
the other in the Miracle City
Mallarea. ®
Contact Berman at
321-360-1016
or dherman@flaridateday.com.
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Assistant Brevard County Manager
Stockion Whitten said initial estimates
show that the taxabie value of new

construction in North Brevard's District -

1 was about $19.48 million in 2010,

If all this property paid the full county
general fund tax rate for 2010 of a

. little more than $4.27 per $1,000 of

assassed value, the total generated
from this new construction in the dis-
trict would have been about $83,000.




