" Singing along. Space supporters, naltding Curtis Goode of Tit&i'é\rillé and-Joann Moore of Mims, sing | Beligve !'b_a
Communit pace-Raly at the Cocoa Expo. Find:more photos fr_om.th_e rally online at www.floridatoday.com o




" Community rallies together,
 plans a message for president

BY IMWAYMER
FLORIDA TODAY

- 'COCOA ~— Thousands packed
Cocoa Expo on Sunday in a unified
plea to President Barack Obama to
extend the shuttle program, send
astronauts to the moon and Mars,
and maintain America’s lead in
space and the inspiration the pro-
graminspires. .

They waved signs that read,
“Save Space.” They warned of the
national security implications of
ceding dominance in space to Rus-
sia and China. And they worried
about the estimated 8,000 Kennedy
Space Center jobs that will go away

- when the shuttle lands for the last
time.

“T'm going to have to look for an-
other job,” said Sylvester Houston
of Titusville, who works in test op-
erations for United Space Alliance
and has been involved with the

“Mr. President, fly

3 R |
the shuttle unti]

we have a viable
alternative. Keep
us flying.”
. °  — Robert Jordan,
Brevard County

Schoot Board
member.

“For 50 years, we
have led the world
and inspired
dreams, We can-
not let this end.”

soige LaMieux,
“Senatof;

shuttle programsince 1981, .

Estimates of attendance ranged
as high as more than 4,000 for Sun-
day’s “Save Space” community
ralty, which lasted about two hours.
it included music, prayers and
short speeches from politicians and
retired astronauts.

“We’ve got something worth
fighting for, don’t we?” said
Brevard County Commissioner
Robin Fisher to cheers from the
crowd, as he led off the political
speakers. “We've got to be first,
Russia’s gotto play second.”

Fisher said he planned-to hand
Obama, expected on the Space
Coast Thursday, a banner signed
by many who attended Sunday’s
event. “Save Space. Save Ameri-
ca’s Human Space Exploration
Program,” it reads.

See VOICE, 7A

They
said it

“We need human

sia’s got to play -
second.”
i " — Robin Fisher,
Brevard County
commissioner.

“We cannot allow

the Chinese or the

Russians or any-
one else to seize
‘superiority in
space away from
us” o
¢ .= Jeff Kottkamp,

_Florida Lt.,
Governor.,

¥

“We are showing

the world that

space is our future.
We are the Space
Coast and it’s not
in name only.”
— Mike Haridopolos,
State senator.

“We've been told
by our leaders that
we can’t have it all.
And I say, why
not?”

‘w Jon McBride,
' Retired shuttle
_-a_stronaut._
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Crowd favorite. At right, Aétronaut Winstoﬁ Séa'ﬁ addreéses a cheering crowd. In the background, left to right: Astrona
missioner Robin Fishér and Brevard Courity School board member Robert Jordan.

| Decision more
‘than just jobs
Chris Robbins, a 38-year-old cal-
ibration technician with Space in-
dustry contractor Bionetics Corp.,

and his wife, Misty, 33, attended
Sunday’s rally with other family.

Like many, jobs were on their
ind. . ' end of the shuttle program mean-
-ing the United States “would have
to rely on Russian assistance” to -
-Iransport astronauts to the Interna-

. “If they don’t have a space pro-
gram, he doesn’t have a job,” Misty
" Robbinssaid. T
Chris Robbins works on projects
. tied to both NASA launches and
- unmanned rocket launches from
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station.

" In addition to the loss of jobs, he

said he was concerned about the

tionai Space Station. .

“We all know how that goes,”

Chris Robbins said. @ -

" Dave Berman, FLORIDA TODAY _

Tim Shortt, ELORIDA TODAY
ut Jon MeBride, County Com-

— Rick Neale, FLORIDA TODAY




Tim Shertt, FLORIDA TODAY

Plenty of. backing. Volunteers Debra K:ng feft, and her mother Judy
Hencin, p[ck up a banner 51gned by thousands :

Banner signed,

T}tusvﬂle res1dent Judy ‘Heéncin
is' a 24-year veteran with United

Space Alliance, where she worksin _

ground project management. -

-Before the raﬂy, she helped at--
tendees use black Sharpie markers.
‘10 sign a- long white ‘banner that
stretched across four foldmg tas

ble

The. banner read “Save Spaca "

Save America’s Humaty: Space EX-- :
[RREE wrSage: “Keep America No ‘1in

'space B '

plora‘clonProgram Yoo

Lee Stamckwas h1red in 1968 by

the KennedySpace Center FireDe- |
partment In 1976 hlS employment‘

ended:.:

shut' down, -and I was.one of the

ones who got laid off,” the Titus-
ville re51dcnt said. “Tknow what it’s

going to belike thistime around -

i’sgoingtobeworse.” -

Starrick ‘was rehzred in 1978 :
when the shuttle program kicked
off, and he retived as a fire Heutén-~ -

... “This is the banner - We Te gomg'
“to-give to the president,” Hencin - A
.said of President Barack Obama’s i

ready to deliver

: Thursday ws1t 1o Kennedy Space

Center.
: Feanng the worst, Hencinis pre-

“paring to find work elsewhere.
“This summer, she hopes to study
graphics. technology at Brevard :
=.:Commumty Co]lege : :

¥ Hencitt had the opportumty to

“personally. speak to. Obama, she

said she would deliver a brief mes-

mlg-.ﬂeaie,.ELbR:DA'.foDAY

s, museum next?

antin 2003 Today, he works as cu-
rator of the Space Waik of Fame
Museum, -

*.* The museum earns “a. good
- chunk” of its. operating revenues -
by selling souvenirs during shuttle

-launches at Space View Park inTi-

' tusvﬂle hesaid,

Afterthe shuttle stops ﬂymg9 "
“We'll probably be doneé,” Star-
rick smd ofthe museun. @ !

— Rick Meale, FLORIDA TODAY

elebrated her 40th anmversary ]
Service She worl .

klotofotherereas that will be d ;

foree.” @
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Repubhcans and Democratsf,{i.
alike pledged to f1ght for more_{

spacefunding.” -

world and mspired dreams. We "

thi ” - :
cannot let this end,”:said UJ.S. Sen g rthrough2015

L ired shuttle astronaut
Jon: McBnde' ‘a spealker at.the .
~event, that’s not. enough. In his-
_'speech to the crowd, he satd_‘
'NASA’s budget has been reduced *

‘George LeMJeu_x aRepubhcan

ing to keep Amertcans first in
space.. '

Space is our mxhtafy hagh_ ) frombetween3percentand4p_er—

ground, and we. cannot cede it,” he S

said. -

New Smryna Beach, said the presi-

dent needs to identify a space des- -

tination, a vehicle and a t:mehne

Her district includes KSC: .
“Weneed a planthati msplres fu—

ture; generatlons not movmgfthe

pians o open an office at KSC 0

oversee the development of com-.
mercial space taxis to and from the

Intematlonai Space Statmn

LS. Rep Suzanne Kosmas D- .

T cost of $5 8 bﬂhon over: the next
. five ‘years: The space agency also
would spend $1.9 billion through
2015 to fransform KSCinto’ a“2lst-
CenturyLaunch Complex.™ " @5
Inali, Obama’ sproposedbudget.

r 2011 would bring an extra $4
billion to the Kennedy Space Cen-

cent of the federal budget during .
‘the Apollo days: to less than 1 ] ,'er :

cent now. i
C“Welveheen told b our leaders

.“It’s an excellent I

Everyone’s aﬂ'eeted

John Coverdale, a 21-year—01d3'

at the :'mtcrophone i
Gov Jeff Kottkarnp_‘_

: allow the Chmese or";
the Russians or anyone' ‘else: 1o
. Seize superiority in spa

away -
e fromus ” he sazd,. :

And state Sen Mxke I—Ia.ndopo-'-

ios echoed the sentiment: “Do you

want to rely on the Russtans to go
mtospace"” JuBEE
¥ Nol”the crowd shouted back.

dan. G
Enterpns .Elementary Schoo_

students read letters.they wrote to
“the president,. urgmg h].m to save,
-the space program.. . L
‘“Please keep mine and many' BN
_ others’:dreams. ahve 2 sald student :
) : _Kevm Nola.nd :
“that we can’t have it all AndT say,' _
- Whynot?” .

“ University of Central Flotida stu-
dent from T1tusv111e ‘said he came-

o the rally to hear what the speak-

keep spacejobs in the area. Both
- +his brother and uncle have ]obs :
[ tiedtothe space program; -
‘. " Noting:that Titusville, already;
‘has “economic difficulties, Cover-.
dale said, if there is a large gapin.
“manned spacefhghts from: KSC,"
s “we’]lbehke aghosttown o

:other ? Hendnxsald

ershad to say’ about their plan to .

‘Port St. John resident April -

*Smith, 36, a former employee of

‘the KSC Visitor Complex, said it’s

" not just about the jobs that maybe .
: 'lostw1th the end of the shuttle pro~ o
~~While the cost of the space: pro-.' ‘
J gram’ may seem enormous, it isa- "
small pnce to pay to inspire. stu-
‘dents in‘math; science and engi-
neering; said Brevard County-
Schooi Board member Robelt .Ior— S

gram. ;
“It's about - the commumty asa ’

'whole,” she said. “It’s vital that we -
""keep space in A_merzca and in the

commumty .
‘Brian Hendrix, 61 of Memtt Is- .

“land said he also worries about.
‘more than the workers Heis: Te- |

tired frem managlng a medlcal

k-practzce -
L “Everybody around here is

going tobe affected, one way or the_ .

‘Before the rally began, Tltusvﬂie‘

resn‘ient «Charles Bragg prompted '
“cheers from the erowd by Waikmg E
‘through the stadium wearing 2
“white-asfronaut costume; com- "

plete with decorative patches and a. ;

blackplasticvisor, . .

Bragg, amechanicat Keﬂy Ford, : :
said attenidees were in good spirits.
- “Extremely: optimistic: It looks

: :.hke no one here’s:down-inithe- -

dumps and giving. up,” he said, “It

“looks:. hke everyone s ready to 1
fight'm = '
“Staff wnters Dave Berman and Rlck :
""Neale contributed to this report.’




