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[bookmark: 565829728829490223]Obama expected to visit KSC; Space Coast rally planned before visit 
[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/_YGHJ18yf3y0/S6owXQuDh-I/AAAAAAAAAKw/rSZ27fm0d9w/s320/Obama_healthcare.jpg]The location and format for President Obama's planned April 15 space conference in Florida remain unconfirmed by the White House this morning. 

But NASA Administrator Charlie Bolden said Tuesday during congressional testimony that he expects the president to tour Kennedy Space Center facilities and possibly talk to employees. 

"It is intended to be a space conference in Florida where the president and members of Congress will participate," Bolden said during a hearing before a science subcommittee of House appropriators. "The primary purpose of the president is to allow him to provide his vision to the nation and the world, actually, and also to allow him to have an opportunity, which he has not so far, to at least see some of the facilities at the Kennedy Space Center, and hopefully talk to some of the workers and the like." 

Bolden said the visit was "still in the works, in the early stages of planning."

He alluded to the challenges facing Obama as he tries to persuade Congress to adopt a budget proposal that increases NASA funding by $6 billion over five years while killing the Constellation moon program. 

"I know there's never been a president who has had the challenge of trying to promote exploration and human spaceflight at a time that is more challenging fiscally," Bolden said. 

You can read his prepared remarks here. 

Local residents are upset that the proposed budget could increase the number of layoffs expected at KSC after the shuttle's retirement following four more flights. The number of aerospace jobs affected statewide could rise from 7,000 to 9,000, according to local workforce officials, with 90 percent of the affected workers based in Brevard County. 

Bolden said NASA's next report to Congress on workforce impacts might not be released until August. 

Space Coast residents are planning a community space rally to send the president a message that the current budget proposal is unacceptable, according to organizers. 

Florida Today's Rick Neale reported in today's newspaper on the planned April 11 rally in Cocoa organized by Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher. Click here for the story. 

Fisher's office today confirmed the attendance of U.S. Rep. Bill Posey, R-Rockledge. Florida Lt. Gov. Jeff Kottkamp is also confirmed.

PHOTO: President Barack Obama speaks about the health care bill March 23 at the Interior Department in Washington. Credit: AP Photo/Gerald Herbert. 
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