Park panel in Titusville finds a fix for public-comment dispute
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The North Brevard Commission on Parks and Recreation, an advisory board, includes four members appointed by the Brevard County County Commission, four appointed by the Titusville City Council and one appointed by the Brevard School Board.

TITUSVILLE -- — The North Brevard Commission on Parks and Recreation has come up with a plan to fix a controversial addition to its guidelines for public comment at its monthly meetings: get rid of the guidelines altogether.

The issue has divided the commission and raised a stir among members of the public for months. The solution, one member of the public said, brings peace back to the proceedings.

The debate centered on a clause indicating that items brought before the board by the public that were not already on the meeting agenda could be "deliberated at the board's discretion," put on the commission agenda for a future meeting or sent to the parks department staff for a written response.

Opponents of the addition, which was approved by a 6-2 vote in November, felt it gave too much discretion to the commission.

Finally, Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher, whose district encompasses North Brevard, suggested to parks commission Chairman Ted Beck that the parks board might be able to end the controversy by replacing its entire meeting comment guidelines with the guidelines used by the Brevard County Commission, which it did.

County commission guidelines stipulate that "no person will be denied the privilege of speaking, as long as they meet the requirements of this policy."

Beck told the parks commission he received the suggestion during his regular monthly meeting with Fisher, who also asked him: "Why are you trying to reinvent the wheel?"

Sue Canada, who was among those has addressed the issue, said she was happy with its unanimous vote to use the county commission guidelines.

