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Letter-writing campaign puts pressure on Obama
By Susan Walden
The time is now to hold President Obama to his word on saving jobs in the area and closing the gap between the shuttle’s retirement and new exploration, according to North Brevard’s Commissioner Robin Fisher.

The commissioner has shaped a massive letter-writing campaign, with the help of Brevard County and organizations, intended to hold the president to the promises he gave to hundreds of Brevard County citizens Aug. 2, 2008, in Titusville while stumping for votes. 

The goal is for 500,000 letters to be sent to the president by Oct. 31.  
“…I will help close the gap and ensure that our space program doesn’t suffer when the shuttle goes out of service by working with Sen. Bill Nelson to add at least one additional Space Shuttle flight beyond 2010; by supporting continued funding for NASA; by speeding the development of the shuttle’s successor; and by making sure that all those who work in the space industry in Florida do not lose their jobs when the shuttle is retired - because we cannot afford to lose their expertise,” Obama promised that day in the Brevard Community College gymnatorium.

But nine months after his election people are losing their jobs, and the loss is estimated to affect up to about 7,500 people mostly in the North Brevard area. The gap is still there and getting ever closer and bigger. Even with a year extension to retire the shuttle in 2011, the gap has expanded from 2015 to 2017, say officials. While work on the new proposed Constellation program is under way, the bottom line is that NASA’s future in manned space exploration is about as solid as jello. 

The massive letter-writing campaign urges every Brevard citizen to write a letter to Obama reminding him of his words and encouraging him to consider the recent recommendations of the Augustine Commission. The county launched the web site SaveSpace.US on Sept. 28. There, citizens can download a letter template, read the president’s Aug. 2 speech, see the map of the counties affected by the space program and read the list of participating organizations. Letter templates are different – from a general plea, to one that states the person voted for Obama because of his space promise, to another from children of space workers asking that his promises be kept.

The Augustine Commission, consisting of experts including retired astronauts, gives the president options for deciding the future of manned space exploration. It concluded that human exploration isn’t viable under the 2010 budget stating that the vision and the financial resources are mismatched. 

One of the committee’s alternatives is to continue the manned space program at the cost of $3 billion a year above NASA’s $18 billion budget. 

Fisher has already drafted and sent his letter to the president. He asks Obama to:
“ – Match NASA’s budget to its mission and goals by providing an additional $3 billion by 2014 and increase the budget annually using an inflation factor.  Close the gap in U.S. ability to launch astronauts into space by extending the life of the shuttle.
Develop and lead future international spaceflight partnerships by extending the life of the International Space Station.  Expand scientific knowledge by aligning human spaceflight exploration goals with key national objectives including clean energy, climate change and improved health.  Enable progress in space exploration by accelerating the development of a well-designed and adequately funded heavy-lift space technology program.

“This county ought to be up in arms,” said Fisher. “I’ve been thinking about the job loss from the space program and my district more than any other one will be hit harder. We have to put political pressure on him to get him to stick to these promises.” 
 














Here are a few sample letters from SaveSpace.US
The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC   20500
Dear Mr. President:
On August 2, 2008 you told the citizens of Florida that, if you were elected president, you would make sure our Space program does not suffer when the Shuttle goes out of service and that all those who work in the space industry in Florida do not lose their jobs when the shuttle retires - because we cannot afford to lose their expertise.
We encourage you now, as our president, to consider the recommendations from the Review of Human Space Flight.  We ask that you adequately fund the space program, close the gap and accelerate our path to the future by extending the life of the Shuttle and the International Space Station, align human exploration goals with key national objectives such as energy independence, and accelerate the design of the next generation heavy-lift Space exploration systems.
Sincerely,
The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington DC   20500
Dear Mr. President:
I voted for you because of your pledge to support America’s Space program.  On August 2, 2008 you told the citizens of Florida that, if you were elected president, you would make sure our Space program does not suffer when the Shuttle goes out of service and that all those who work in the space industry in Florida do not lose their jobs when the shuttle retires - because we cannot afford to lose their expertise.
We encourage you now, as our president, to consider the recommendations from the Review of Human Space Flight.  We ask that you adequately fund the space program, close the gap and accelerate our path to the future by extending the life of the Shuttle and the International Space Station, align human exploration goals with key national objectives such as energy independence, and accelerate the design of the next generation heavy-lift Space exploration systems.
Sincerely,
 
The Honorable Barack H. Obama
The White House
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC  20500
Dear Mr. President:
My name is _______________ and I am in the _____ grade at _______________ school in _______________, ___.  (city, state)  I think Space is important to America because so many of the things we use every day came from the Space program.  I also think that our country should stay #1 and that can only happen if we are the leaders in space.  Please make space a priority while you are our president.
Sincerely,
Name
Address
City/state/zip
 

