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Malvung a stand Judie- Targett Ieft of Cocoa Beach, a space worker for

31 years, cheers with the multitude during the “Save Our Space Explora-
tion”™ rally Saturday near Brevard Commumty College in Titusvitle, Orga-

nizers said about 1,500 people attendad desplte dreadful weather.

KSC Workers advocates refuse to take layoffs sﬂ:tmg down

BY PATRICK PETERS ON
FLOR]DA TODAY

TITUSVILLE — The coming col-
lapse of the space industry has al-
ready cost restaurateur Laurileé
Thompson one of her best ‘wait-
TEsSSes.

At a jobs rally Saturday, Thornp-

" som, a co-owner of Dixie Cross-
roads in Titusville, joined politi-
cians, teachers andunion officials
who decried the proposed 2011

NASA budget that would allow up

© 10 9,000 jobs, many held by union

workers to evaporate from Ken-
nedy Space Center whenthe shut-
tle stops ﬂylng after four. more
thissions.

“She pulled her kids out of

school in the middle of the year -

and moved to Pennsylvania,
where her husband found a job
after bailing from the space cen-
ter,” said. Thompson, who fears a
repeat of the economic devasta-

tion that fo]lowed the shutdown of
the Apollo program in the mid-
1970s. .

*We don’t have to sit back and
let this happen to us again,”
Thompson said. “The Space Fairy
is not going to come and save us.
We've gotto doitourselves.”

‘Waving placards thatread “Jobs

~ Now,” about 1,500 people huddied

against the cold in a park just

“north of Brevard Community
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WHAT THEY SAID.:Community members, workers, beauty quéen weigh inon past, pfesent, future of space, TAA




PEGHTING, from:1A

College, where President

Barack Obama campaigned

in 2008:Some 2,000 to 4,000
people were expected, but
the weather was blamed for
keepingmany away. -
“My family is worth fight-
ing for, My community is
worth fighting for. Andthese
jobs are worth fighting for,”
District 1" Brevard County
Commissioner Robiri Fisher
said, echoing the rally’s
theme.. = 7
"Poiniting 'to the gymna-
sium where Obama ap-
peared, Fisher said he
wanted to “help remind the
president what he said in
that building, that he’s going
tohelpsavejobs.” . -
Fisher called on the work-
ers. to- make their demands
" clear to Florida's lawmakers
“inWashington, D.C. -
 “We want you to extend
the shuttle” should be the
inessage, Fisher said. “We
“want you fo hold iip all votes
on everything until Florida is
taken care of. If that stops
Washington, D.C;, that’s
" The end of the shuttle pro-
gram could cause a total of

93,000 jobs to be lost in-

Brevard; already 2 county
_with a.12.1 percent unem-

ployment rate. The eco-
- nomic blow will be felt
~deeply. - S

“Brevard schools are
among the very best in the
state as a direct result of the
partnership with and the di-
rect influence of the space
program,” said Janet East-
man, president of the
Brevard Federation of
Teachers.

Eastman warned that the
loss of families from KSC

will damage the quality of

life countywide.

“The quality of public edu-
cation will implode,” East-
man said. “Itwon’t be a grad-
ual decline.” '

Many of the space work-
ers have accepted that jobs
will be lost at KSC. What
they refuse to accept is the

“foundering U.S. space pro-

gram, which will rely on
commercial rockets for
cargo and on the Russian
space agency to ferry U.5.
astronauts to the Interna-

‘tional Space Station, for

which U.S. taxpayers have
‘paid $100 billion. -

“] don’t want 1o see our as-
tronauts get suited up and

- get on Russian or Chinese

spaceships,” said John
Kroening, 50, a nonunion
production control worker
with United Space Alliance.
“We want to keep the space
industry here. We've always
beentheleader.” )

The prospect of unem-
ployment is secondary for
Kroening.

“f could probably find an-
other (job) in my field,” he
said. “I's the thing of losing
manned spaceflight. It's too
hardtostomach.”

A political price could be
paid for alienating these
workers.

“We voted for the presi-
dent, and this is what he’s
done to us, and we're pretty
angry about it” machinist
Tom Reid, 60, said. “T've
never voted Republican, and
I probably won't, but T won't
vote Democrat either.”& -
Contact Peterson at 242.3873
ar ppetersen@floridatoday.com.

Fighting
words. “My
family is
worth fight-
ing for. My
community is

~worth fight-

ing for. And
these jobs
are worth
fighting for,”
District 1
Brevard
County Com-
missioner
Robin Fisher
said.
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“By takmg away the space pro gram, you're taking away thelr dreams

: Mz.s.s' Flonda 2009 Megan Clemente arn electmal neermgfmduate of the Umvemly qf Centml Flonda
' who sazd a new genemtwn of callege gmduates is dzsappmnt hatt jObS wn the space program are mmshmg
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“Save our Space Exploratlon ral[y near Brevard Communtty Coiiege nTi

The throng Space workers cheer at the

“Hwe a]l get together vmth demonstratmns like this, I thmkwe Te going t to catch some
attenhon loca]ly with the pohhc;ans, a.nd maybe theyll reach outto Washmgton g

Jerry Heynmn, presuient of the Secuniy, Police and Fzre Prqf%swmzls of America Local No; 27




Husband, wife both looking for work
TITUSVILLE — Pat White shesaid. .
lost her job at Kennedy SRR
~ Space Center in 1986 after
the Challenger disaster, but -
it wasn't:so bad for the then- -
new mother.

White, now

h- e r

“daughter,
while her huis-

Pat White -_ 7
et - continued
workingat KSC. 7.+
++Now; with the shuttle

o~

- gram ending and no replace- -

ment program following it;
‘White is applying for jobs for
the first time intwo decades.

- “We need an:income, or
we need (health) insurance,”

{ 57, was able
. to stay at;
home with-

band,; Terry, -
for, we’dlose,” she said.

7. ¥No

Relocating
would be dif-
ficult because
the couple
would have fo
sell the seven
acres they

. own on north
Merritt Is-

Terry ‘.'":"i‘-e_ “land. The

: gbo_d news is- that they al-
- ready have put their children

throughcollege.
- “Everything we worked

- Terry White said it will be

difficult for him to find anew

job. i : : _
_ 5 one wants to hire a
§0-year-old rocket scientist,”
he said.@ :

— Susdnne Cervenka,

FLORIDA TODAY

‘Devastatmg’far -évéryone in counly

TITUSVILLE — Salandra
Benton doesn’t work at Ken-

nedy. Space Center. Neither
does anyone inherfamily. - -
) ‘But the

45-year-old
Titusville

doubtedly be
affected by
the job losses
~“there.. -

o -“Churches,

Benton:

day cares. Every aspect of -
n- man flight,” she said. “It
wouldjustbe devastating.” =

the community will be im-
pacted by the decisions
madebyD.C.,” she said.

Benton works for the

+

woman ‘said:
shewill un-"-

American Federation of

‘State, County and Municipal

Workers, a union that repre-

“sents government employ-
ees. - '
. Shepredicis that she'll see

an even larger number of
people secking welfare ben-
efits because of layoffs.

. And she expects her prop-

-eérty values to drop as her

neighbors leave the commu-

" nity for jobs elsewhere.

" “t’s just going to be a hu-

— Susanne Cervenka,
FLORIDA TODAY

Family tradition. Ashley Russell, 21, left, and- Kristine Koes-
ter, 21, of Orlando show their signs during the space rally
Saturday. Koester is an ironworker apprentice at Kennedy
Space Center, & member of the third generation from her
family to work at KSC.

“Wearc here on this rainy, misty, cloudy

i W SR A Ry rrgence Hhat

 day to Teining our leaders in Congressthat
this community is worth fighting for and
 thesejobs are worth holding on to.”
Claudie Pouncey, president of Space Coast AFL-CIO




A life, livelihood
based on shuttle

TITUSVILLE — Wayne
Saturday’s entire career is

linked to the shittié pro- .

gram. He doesn’t want to

leave the Space Coast if he'

doesn’t have to.”
ot Weal l

work in this
area;” sa1d
S aturd ay, a
member of In-
ternational
g1 Machinists
~and Aero-
spacé Work-
ers. “ThJs is where we want
toraise our families.” :
The 53-year-old from Oak

Hill has' been working at-
Kennedy Space Center for

the past 21 years mtm, heavy

equipmeni- divisicn. Before

that, he worked with Florida
East Coast Railway re-
building the tracks to bring

shuttle. components to KSC..
“There’s not. many places
we have to" utthze those

skills; ”he sa.td o -

S Susanne Cervenka,
FLORIDA TODAY

" need to keep .

Quality engineer
tries to ‘hang on’

ITIUSVILLE —Tony Smg—
leton reinenibers the Apollo
prggram coming o an.end

and the layoffs_that came

after the Challenger dxsas-
fer. ..

“The com-
_ munity was

-devastated,”
said the

Canaveral
< Groves. man

.S:ngleton “-worked in the
§pace: mdustry for more than
30years, -

‘He’s in the xmddle of
switching jobs at Kennedy

Space Centeér. Heleftajobas
an mstructor at Ya.ng Enter-

prises and is starting as a -

quality engineer at Lock-
heed Martin: .
But he still wornes ‘And

refirement, he said;’ isnotan
option. “I hope 1 _can hang_

on,”he sald a
.~ Susanne Cervenka,

- FLORIDA TODAY
1\ .

-absolutely
_62-year-old

who has

Shuttle job was a
Eth-grade dream

TITUSVILLE — Leah Stru-
chen wanted to Work in-the
space program since fifth
grade, when she’ gave a re-
port onthe shuttle
_24 ye ar- oId :
‘reached her
dream-last
year when -
United Space
" Alliance hired
_her as an en-
gineering

“analyst. -
Struchen of T1tusv1lle
said she had a “great year” -
and that the shuttle’s end is
upselting: But for President
Barack Obama to.cancel
Constellationis evenworse.

“Tor them to get rid of that
replacement is hard to swal-
low and the wrong way to
-go,” she said. “What are the
fifth-graders now going
dreamabout?’®@..

_ Susanne Cervenka,
" FLORIDA TODAY




