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Hunderds came out for Monday night's candlelight vigil held on Deleon Avenue in Titusville to remember the lives lost in gun violence in the Titusville area and throughout Brevard County. In the front row, left to right: Suzanne Graham, Latasha Owens and Suzanne White, all of Titusville and relatives of Johntay Gowdie, 15, who was killed Feb. 7.
 
(Craig Rubadoux, FLORIDA TODAY)
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Community 'tired' of the violence
Titusville remembers youth with vigil
BY KAUSTUV BASU • FLORIDA TODAY • February 16, 2010 

TITUSVILLE — They gathered in the gloom of dusk Monday to mourn and remember.  City council members, a county commissioner, Titusville police officers and their chief, pastors, teenagers wearing T-shirts that said "R.I.P. Johntay Gowdie" and a subdued group of parents who had all lost their children to bullets. 
"I don’t know about you, but I am tired," said the Rev. Bernard C. Wright, pastor of Titusville’s Bethlehem Baptist Church, standing on a flatbed trailer serving as a makeshift stage, set up on the unkempt grounds fronting a boarded-up building called the Inspiration Point Apartment complex.   Wright said he was tired of attending funerals of people who had been killed in their prime, referring to Gowdie, the 15-year-old Titusville youth football player who died last week in an accidental shooting.   "I’m tired," he said, taking a deep breath.   "Amen," cried the assembled crowd for Monday’s vigil and prayer meeting, conducted near the intersection of South Deleon Avenue and Queen Street. Most held burning candles while a few clutched flashlights. 
"It is not just your problem. It is our problem," Titusville Police Chief Tony Bollinger said. 
Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher asked the crowd of about 200 to raise their hands if they had lost a child to gun violence. Several hands went up.   Among them was Kenneth Pinson, who lost his 25-year-old daughter, Krystal, to a shooting in July. 
"The most difficult thing I have ever done is bury my daughter," Pinson said. "We must rise."  

 "Amen," cried the crowd again. 

A fallen star 

Gowdie’s mother, Shirley, was too distraught to speak at the event. But she took the stage as many talked about the violence that has gripped this predominantly African-American area of the city. 
The Rev. Glenn Dames, who leads the north Brevard NAACP, eulogized Gowdie, calling him a star of the community from his early childhood. 

"Not only did he walk, he ran," said Dames. "He not only ran, but ran touchdown." 
Then Dames ushered onto the stage two professionals who grew up in Titusville. One was Samuel Bookhardt III, an attorney who is set to lead the Brevard County Bar Association[image: http://images.intellitxt.com/ast/adTypes/mag-glass_10x10.gif]. The other was Specialist Mike Cadore of the Rockledge Police Department, who also teaches youth football. 

"You got to be the cop in your own home," said Cadore, his voice nearly drowned out by a loud motorcycle nearby. 

"Amen," said the crowd once more, their voices rising. 

Cadore ended his short speech by presenting a pin of an angel carrying a football to Gowdie’s mother. 

The vigil ended with the gathering singing the gospel song "We Shall Overcome." 

Then, within minutes, the lot in front of Inspiration Point apartments was empty, save the overgrown grass and broken beer bottles.

Contact Basu at 242-3724 or kbasu@floridatoday.com
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