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Leftover funds hit crossroad
Space Coast Planning members split paths
BY RICK NEALE • FLORIDA TODAY • February 11, 2010 

VIERA — Brevard County should send $2.1 million in unspent federal stimulus road construction funds back to President Barack Obama[image: http://images.intellitxt.com/ast/adTypes/mag-glass_10x10.gif], Melbourne Vice Mayor Mark LaRusso argues.

But Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher wants to spend these leftover dollars creating a space research-technology complex that may employ 1,000 workers.
LaRusso and Fisher are board members on the Space Coast Transportation Planning Organization. Last summer, this board selected 29 "shovel-ready" road projects initially valued at $9.9 million for funding via the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act[image: http://images.intellitxt.com/ast/adTypes/mag-glass_10x10.gif].
Due to the construction slump, the
bids came in at a lower-than-expected
$7.8 million, said Georganna Gillette, a Florida Department of Transportation liaison. Now, the county has a $2.1 million stimulus surplus.
This morning, the TPO will debate what to do with this money. LaRusso, a Republican, plans to make a motion to return it to Washington, D.C.
"Give it back. Cut a check for the
$2.1 million and change. Put it in an envelope. Give it to (U.S. Rep. Bill) Posey. Have him make an appointment with Mr. Obama. Have him hand him the envelope," LaRusso said.
"It's the right thing to do. We came in under budget with the money that was proposed to us from the federal government," he added. "We have this surplus of money that doesn't really belong to us."
LaRusso wants the TPO to earmark the $2.1 million to pay down the federal deficit. He said he has no idea how his fellow board members[image: http://images.intellitxt.com/ast/adTypes/mag-glass_10x10.gif] will react to his request.
Told of LaRusso's intentions, Fisher disagreed. Since taking office in November 2008, Fisher has publicly lobbied -- largely without success -- for increased road funding in District 1, which encompasses northern Brevard.
Fisher wants to spend the leftover $2.1 million installing roads and infrastructure at the future Exploration Park, located at the south end of Kennedy Space Center. Space Florida officials believe this 60-acre complex may someday employ 1,000 workers.
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But fiscal woes have kept this proposed research hub relegated to the drawing board. And in December, TPO officials were dismayed to learn that the Exploration Park infrastructure project -- estimated at $7.3 million -- was left off DOT priority-funding lists.

"There's some (business) contracts and agreements that are expiring if we don't get these roads done," said Fisher, a Democrat. "I think that'll give people some hope with these job losses coming in the space program.
"You can do repaving projects -- but that won't create long-term jobs."
TPO Executive Director Bob Kamm declined comment on the leftover $2.1 million. Gillette said she did not know if the DOT-- which administers the federal stimulus dollars -- would return money to Obama or spend it elsewhere in Florida.
"If that would happen, I don't know how we would handle that," she said.
The Space Coast's 29 projects include 13 managed by Brevard County; two each in Melbourne, Palm Bay and Titusville; single projects in Cape Canaveral, Cocoa, Cocoa Beach and Satellite  or rneale@floridatoday.com
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"There's some (business) contracts and agreements that are expiring if we don't get these roads done," said Fisher, a Democrat. "I think that'll give people some hope with these job losses coming in the space program.
"You can do repaving projects -- but that won't create long-term jobs."
TPO Executive Director Bob Kamm declined comment on the leftover $2.1 million. Gillette said she did not know if the DOT-- which administers the federal stimulus dollars -- would return money to Obama or spend it elsewhere in Florida.
"If that would happen, I don't know how we would handle that," she said.
The Space Coast's 29 projects include 13 managed by Brevard County; two each in Melbourne, Palm Bay and Titusville; single projects in Cape Canaveral, Cocoa, Cocoa Beach and Satellite Beach; and six minor projects in Malabar.
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