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Team aims to jump-start North Brevard economy

North Brevard development board urged to be creative

1:39 PM, Jan. 14, 2012  
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George Mikitarian Jr., left, is chairman of the North Brevard Economic Development Zone Special District Board. At right is member Donn Mount. Dave Berman/FLORIDA TODAY / "Berman, David" 

Written by Dave Berman 

FLORIDA TODAY

TITUSVILLE — A high-powered panel of nine North Brevard County residents is off and running on its quest to find ways to do good for the area’s economy.

The North Brevard Economic Development Zone Special District Board met for the first time Friday afternoon, eight months after County Commissioner Robin Fisher first proposed the concept. It will be responsible for finding ways to use Brevard County and Titusville property tax revenue generated by new nonresidential construction within Fisher’s District 1 to spark economic development there.

“It is probably one of the most important boards that has been established in the community in a long time,” Fisher said.

Titusville Mayor Jim Tulley told the board: “You look like a dream team to me,” adding that he expects big things from the panel.

“I would challenge you to be as creative as you can be,” Tulley said. “Try not to play in the competitors’ sandbox” by doing what many other communities do — seeking to attract jobs by having a financial incentives bidding war.

Tulley said companies like Apple, Facebook and Google, as well as Ford in another era, “were successful because they did something no one else had done before.”

The board’s chairman, George Mikitarian Jr., who is Parrish Medical Center president and chief executive officer, said “We’re very excited about the future and helping North Brevard continue its economic growth.”

The creation of the board sparked controversy within the Brevard County Commission, and resulted in exchanges between Fisher and Commissioner Trudie Infantini, who opposed the concept, contending it benefited Fisher’s district at the expense of other taxpayers.

At Friday’s district board meeting, Assistant Brevard County Manager Stockton Whitten presented a study to indicate that helping create jobs in North Brevard will help the whole county. Whitten said six out of every 10 people who work in Fisher’s district live outside his district.

But the board members on Friday didn’t spend much time dwelling on Infantini’s criticism and plan to seek help from county and Titusville experts on putting together a formal economic development plan

Because of a lull in commercial and industrial construction in North Brevard, the property tax money available to help the board’s efforts is likely to be relatively small at first. That will change after Florida Power & Light Co.’s $1.1 billion Cape Canaveral Clean Energy Center power plant now under construction off U.S. 1 in Port St. John goes into operation in 2013 and enters the tax rolls. Fisher said that will provide $2.89 million for use in the North Brevard zone for economic development.

In addition to electing Mikitarian as chairman, the board elected:

Vice chairman: Brenda Fettrow, Cocoa city manager, and former Brevard Community College vice president and Cocoa campus president and provost. As a resident of Port St. John, Fettrow qualifies to serve on the board. Cocoa is specifically excluded from the zone.

Secretary: Robert Jordan, president and chief executive officer of Genesis VII Inc., a Titusville-based engineering, construction and logistics company.

Contact Berman at 321-360-1016 or dberman@floridatoday.com.
NEXT MEETING

The North Brevard Economic Development Zone Special District Board will meet from 8:30 to 10 a.m. Jan. 27 in County Commissioner Robin Fisher’s offices at Brevard County Government Center North, 400 South St., Titusville. The meeting is open to the public.

