BASIC INFORMATION ON PROPERTY TAXES

The calculation of the assessed value of property and then how much of this value is subject to ad valorem taxes varies from
state to state. In Florida, each county has an elected Property Appraiser whose office supervises the valuation process
following the appropriate State laws and regulations and professional guidelines.

In Florida the assessed value and related taxable value of all property is determined as of January 1st of each year. Ad
valorem taxes are levied by the various taxing authorities on a millage basis. One (1) mill is equal to $1.00 per $1,000 of
taxable value. The amount of taxes on each property is determined by multiplying the taxable assessed value of the property
divided by 1,000 by the millage levied. See the example given below.

Exemptions

In Florida, property taxes cannot be levied against the entire value of the property if a property exemption has been granted.
Some of the more frequently used exemptions are:

Homestead - For all permanent residents of Florida, the first $25,000 of value of an owner-occupied residence is exempt.
Additional Homestead Exemption - Every property that receives an ad valorem homestead exemption is also entitled to an
additional exemption of up to $25,000. The additional exemption is applied to the assessed value greater than $50,000. This
additional exemption does not apply to school taxing districts.

Government - All property owned by a government is exempt.

Widowed Persons - In addition to any other exemptions, an additional $500 in value is exempt if the residential owner is a
widowed permanent resident.

Disability - In addition to any other exemptions, an additional $500 in value is exempt for totally and permanently disabled
or blind residents.

Institutional - All properties of non-profit organizations used for literary, scientific, educational or charitable purposes are
exempt.

Senior Citizen - In addition to all other exemptions, income eligible senior citizens may receive an exemption, not to exceed
$25,000, from the local governing body.

Computing Property Taxes

To compute the property tax on a parcel, you need to know three factors: the assessed value as determined by the Property
Appraiser; the amount of the value which is not subject to the tax, also known as exemptions; and the millage rate at which
the property tax is to be levied. For example:

A single-family residence in unincorporated Brevard County with a median taxable value of $117,250 and entitled
to the Homestead Exemption ($25,000) and the Additional Homestead Exemption ($25,000).

Taxable Property Value $62,750

Divide the Taxable Property Value by 1,000 $67.25

Then multiply this result by the millage to be levied. For example, using a countywide aggregate millage
rate of 7.1360, the countywide property tax for this property would be:

$67.25 X 7.1360 mills = $479.90

Examples of the effect of the County’s Adopted Millages, within each Commission District, on a
representative single family residence with a FY 2011-2012 median taxable value as determined by the
Property Appraiser based on the geographic location of the residence (Unincorporated Brevard or
municipality) may be found on the Brevard County Budget Office website located at
www.brevardcounty.us/Budget.
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